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People have been 

working blindly, 

taking the few 

sequences that 

nature has given 

us.  

-  Erik  Schultes  

 

Sequence Space:  

The Final Frontier  
Boldly going where nature has not gone before, to find out just 

why Earthôs biochemistry is so well suited for life. 

by GRAEME STEMP -MORLOCK  & ZEEYA MERAL I  
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Missing Link

News 

October 24, 2008 FQXi Awardees: Thomas LaBean, Erik A. Schultes & Peter Hraber 

THOM LABEAN   

Duke University 

 

 

TWIST OR FOLD?   

What determines the shape of 

the triose phosphate isomerase 

protein? 
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Shape-shifting

Evolution hasnôt 

come to a stop. 

Everything is 

still evolving.  

-  Thom LaBean  

Teleporting Proteins

 

 

 (Credit: Inman Harvey) 
THE TELEPORTER  

Three neutral networks  

(yellow, green, and blue) 

linked by red �³portals.�  ́The 
highest network has the 
greatest functionality.  
 

 

 

 


